PITCH  CHAINS.
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reason to which it is not applicable, since it ranges from 2 or 3 ft. to 30 or 40 ft. The chains fit over teeth of suitable form cast with their wheels.
Pitch chains are usually made by the crane-makers themselves in pairs of links only, instead of in thin laminae, Fig. 162, which is the better plan. They are stamped in dies, and drilled in jigs, the pins are turned in a turret lathe,
Fig. 162.
and the ends riveted over by hand. The small sizes of chains are still usually made with single-plated links, but large ones should have more than one, because greater safety is secured in this way than with a single thick link. These are stud chains always, and tbe links are riveted over at each end. The sprocket wheels are cast from patterns in iron, or in steel, and the links as a rule fit to the rough